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Detroit #1 Kiwanis  

 
President’s Corner 
 
Save the date! October 4, 2014 in Novi. This is the date set for Kiwanis Fall 
Leadership Training. This training is for committee chairs. We need to have 
representatives from the club attend even though one may not be a 
committee chair. Last year the training was cancelled due to lack of interest – 
let’s not have that happen again. Valuable information is shared and it is an 
opportunity to ask questions about the committee you chair or are thinking 
about chairing. More details will be forthcoming. 
 
The value of the interclub is underestimated. It is a great way to meet other 
Kiwanians in our area and to see what other clubs are doing. If you would like 
to visit a club, contact Lucas Wright and the club will encourage others to 
participate with you so that we can have an interclub.  When you hear that 
members of our club will be visiting another club, try to join in. Four members 
of one club visiting another club constitutes an interclub. It also creates a 
working relationship and cooperation between clubs. Look further in this 
newsletter for a photo from our latest interclub outing and the announcement 
for one coming later this month. 
 
Enjoy the summer! 
.  
 

    Eric, Your President 
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CLUB MEETINGS 
 
Upcoming Speakers 
 

June 17th: Planning for our 100th Birthday Party 
celebration.  PLEASE try to attend.   We would like 
ALL members present. The clock is ticking and it is 
imperative that all members help with our special 
celebration.  
 

Note: Kiwanis International has published the link 
for the 100th Birthday Party Celebration: 
http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanis100/centennial-
events/detroit-2015 
 
What you missed if you weren’t there… 
 
On May 20th, our guest speaker was Jenny Fox, an 
art therapist from Children’s Hospital.  Art therapy 
is a fairly new program focusing on patients who 
are in the hospital for inpatient rehab, bone 
marrow transplant, cystic fibrosis and kidney 
dialysis treatment.  
 
Jenny’s presentation included a video of kids who 
were doing art therapy using paint and remote 
control cars. The giggles and laughter were 
contagious for those watching the video. In fact, 
there was one young boy who just had such an 
infectious laugh that he had us roaring (and some 
with tears in their eyes).  
 
Jenny told us how volunteers, dressed in gowns 
and masks to protect the patients, had as much fun 
as the kids. The important thing is that for a few 
hours, these young people are able to have fun and 
to express themselves in unique ways.  
 
The art therapy program is supported by the 
Michigan Kiwanis Foundation and our own club 
donates annually to Children’s Hospital Foundation 
with our peanut sales and additional funding from 
our own foundation.  
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On June 3rd, we were entertained by Ross 
Champion, aka Rosco the Clown. He reminded us 
that laugher is so important in everything we do.  A 
member of the Mt. Clemens Kiwanis club, Rosco 
works with the Macomb Literacy partners and the 
Read to Me Program for children.   
 

 
Rosco, aka Ross Champion 

 

 
Rosco and Eric Sabree – you wear that balloon hat with such 
dignity! 

 
 

 
Emily Bagwell 



 

 

Emily Bagwell, our newly elected MI District 
Governor of Circle K, was also in attendance. Nice 
to see you Emily and we look forward to working 
with the Circle K members this year. 

 
CLUB ELECTIONS 
 
Our club elections were held during our regular 
meeting on May 20th.  The new officers include: 
 

 President  - Eric Sabree 

 President Elect - Marian O'Higgins 

 Vice President – Kris Miranne 

 Board of Directors   
o Marcia Ford 
o Joe Lentine, Jr.  
o Karen Walker 

 
Congratulations to the board that will take office in 
October!  

Books for Kids 

Total books given out this year: 27,550 serving 
29,398 kids.  

No stickering scheduled so far in June.  The 
warehouse is undergoing improvements!  We are 
adding a bathroom within the warehouse and have 
to take up some of the space for office space for 
the business. We therefore canceled official 
distribution days in June but should be back on 
Schedule for those starting July 7th and are serving 
groups on an as needed basis until then. 

   Joe, Jr.  

MATCH FUNDS FOR ELIIMINATE 

Detroit Kiwanis No. 1 Foundation has authorized up 
to a $5,000 match for any funds donated to the 
ELIMININATE Project in Detroit No. 1’s name. Any 
funds sent to Kiwanis International for ELIMINATE 
between June 1 and November 30, 2014 will be 
eligible for the match. We will coordinate with 
International and will let you know when we hit 

that goal. If you have any questions about the 
ELIMINATE project, contact Jeanette Harris: 
jharris48@yahoo.com 

KIWANIS OUT AND ABOUT 
 
Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club Honors Veterans 
at the VA Hospital 
 
On Tuesday, May 27, the Detroit Helping-Out 
Aktion Club went out into the community.  For the 
second year in a row, the Aktion Club paid homage 
to veterans by visiting the John Dingell Veterans 
Hospital.  Before singing, hand-made thank you 
cards were presented to the veterans.  Loudly and 
proudly, club members stood in the Hospital 
Atrium and sang patriotic songs.  Several veterans 
stopped to sing and all stood quietly at attention 
when the Star Spangled Banner was sung.  The 
Aktion club was joined by members of The 
Ambassadors, a singing group from the Cass United 
Methodist Church along with Jerry Jones, Jerrold 
Lee, Lynn Kleiman, Patricia Hampton and Jeanette 
Harris from the Detroit No.1 Club.  Pat DeCarlo is 
the Aktion Club Advisor. 
 
Look at the great time they had – why don’t you 
consider joining the Aktion club next time they are 
out and about? They are certainly great 
ambassadors for Kiwanis!  
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Celebrating Women in Kiwanis 
 
Kiwanis women gathered in Holt, Michigan for 
lunch, fellowship and an auction which benefitted 

The Eliminate Program.  Former Governor, Liz 
Lutrell-Wilson of the Mason Club hosted the event. 
Past Michigan District Governor Lutrell-Wilson, 
Governor-Elect Rebekah Hildreth, Governor-Elect, 
announced candidate for Governor in 2014-2015 
Linda Lawther and Sue Petresin (who will be the 
first woman Kiwanis International President) 
exemplified the achievements of women over the 
past 26 years.  There were just too many current, 
past Lt. Governors and Lt. Governor-elects at the 
event to name everyone – what an enormous 
amount of talent, expertise and power in one 
room!  
 
Ms. Sheri Jones, anchor of the 11 o’clock news and 
leader of the Lansing Crimestoppers was the 
keynote speaker.  Her message centered on Five 
L’s:  LIVE, LOVE. LEARN, LEAD AND LEGACY.  
Jeanette Harris, Multi-Division Eliminate Program 
Coordinator, provided an update on funds raised in 
Michigan.  She reminded the group that it is 
unconscionable for babies to die when the vaccine 
has been available since 1924.  The group was 
reminded that it will not look good when Sue 
Petresin steps on the stage in Indianapolis if the 
Michigan District has not met its program goal. 
 
Representing Kiwanis Club No.1 at the luncheon 
were Marian O' Higgins, Patricia G. Hampton, 
Sharon Gwizdowski and Jeanette Harris. 
 

 
Linda Lawton, Sue Petrisen and Sherrie Jones 

 



 

 

 
Sharon Gwizdowski and her niece Tontiyona Miller 
 

 
Sherrie Chrysler, Marian O’Higgins and Pat Hampton 

Sherrie Jones and Jeanette Harris 

Interclub in Warren 
 

On June 5th, several of Detroit No. 1 club members 
joined the Warren club for their meeting. Our 
members included Jeanette Harris, Thom Mann, 
Lucas Wright, Karen Walker, Darlene Farrugia and 
Chuck Hall. Thom stole their bell!  
 

 
Thom Mann, Eric Sabree and Lucas Wright 
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ABOUT THE ELIMINATE PROJECT 

How long has the tetanus vaccine been available? 

 Since 1924 

 Mothers and babies in the poorest, 
most remote nations die from the 
disease.  

  In developed nations, mothers have 
access the cheap vaccine ($1.80) and 
safe birthing conditions 



 

 

Who chose the ELIMINATE Project? 

 Kiwanis International 

What does UNICEF have to do with the 

Eliminate Project? 

 Kiwanis International and UNICEF 

joined forces to eliminate maternal and 

neonatal tetanus (MNT). This deadly 

disease steals the lives of nearly 60,000 

innocent babies and a significant 

number of women each year.  

 To eliminate MNT, more than 100 

million mothers and their future babies 

must be immunized. This requires 

vaccines, syringes, safe storage, 

transportation, thousands of skilled 

staff and more. It will take $110 million 

— and the dedicated work of UNICEF 

and every member of the Kiwanis 

family.  Kiwanis supplies the money – 

UNICEF does the work.  Until UNICEF 

is notified of cash and pledges, they 

cannot do their work. 

 Kiwanis and UNICEF have worked 

together in the past to tackle iodine 

deficiency disorders, achieving one of 

the most significant public health 

successes of the 20th century. Now, 

they are eliminating MNT from the face 

of the Earth. And in doing so, the 

project will reach the poorest, most 

neglected mothers and babies with 

additional lifesaving health care. The 

end of this one disease means the 

beginning of better health for so many 

families. 

Who is the Club Coordinator for Detroit No.1 

Club? 

 No one.  Since Linda Marchione resigned, 

no one has assumed the role.  Jeanette 

Harris is the Multi-Division coordinator.  

Her role is to role work with Club 

Coordinators and to explain the Eliminate 

Program to clubs as a speaker. She 

organized the 2013 District Walk for 

Eliminate, the District fund raiser held 

during the District Convention 

How has Detroit No.1 raised $17,188 to date? 

 Fund Raising through Silent Auction 

proceeds from three Detroit No.1 

birthday parties 

 Working charity poker tournaments 
through our partnership with the 
Warren/Roseville Kiwanis club 

 Individual member gifts and pledges 

 Metropolitan United Methodist Church’s 
Centennial Fund 

 50-50 Dollars  

 Individual gifts from friends attributed to 
Detroit No.1 

 
More fund raising is always an option.  It is a lot 

of work.  Quite honestly, if 30 people donated 
$4.09 per week, over a three year period, no 
additional fundraising would be needed.  If you 
could help eliminate a deadly disease for less 
than your favorite Starbucks coffee, would you 
do it? 
 

Jeanette 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
As we plan for the 100th birthday party, we are 
celebrating that Detroit, and our club, are the 
birthplace of Kiwanis in addiiton to sharing with the 
world our organization’s marvelous history. We all 
know that there is a Kiwanis International 
President – many of us met Gunter Gasser at this 
year’s Kiwanis birthday party. But did you know 
that there are many active European clubs? 
Sometimes we forget that ours is an international 
organization. What follows belows is President 



 

 

Gasser’s latest message on the European website 
(for more information go to www.kiwanis.eu) 
 
“Saving lives and eliminating a disease” 
 
“It seems like I personally met thousands of 
children during a trip to Madagascar in November 
2013 to review the progress of The Eliminate 
Project. 
 
Each child I interacted with made an impression on 
me. There was a little girl in pink pants. She 
followed along as we played a clapping game 
together. Not speaking, but laughing and smiling as 
we tapped hands together. Then there were the 
other children who wanted me to make their 
picture. When I showed it to them, they would 
laugh and scurry away and return with their friends 
for some more photos.  
 
They were excited to see us. I was excited to see so 
many children laughing and having fun in a country 
as poor as Madagascar. 
 
To get to a health clinic in Belo Tsiribihinia, we 
drove along bumpy roads in SUVs and crossed a 
river by a raft. There we toured the district 
vaccination storage rooms to see how a team of 
health professionals keeps the vaccine at a precise 
temperature and then distributes it to every health 
center.  
 
While this doesn’t sound so spectacular, it is when 
you think of the heat, the non-existent roads, the 
limited availability of electricity and the lack of 
water. To get the vaccine to one health center 
during the immunization campaign, health workers 
had to travel by boats for much of a day, spend the 
next day immunizing women, and then a day 
traveling the same route home. Other volunteers 
routinely walk for miles and miles to reach remote 
health centers. 
 
At the Tsimafana Health Center, we saw an 
immunization session for infants. In Beroboka, we 
took part in an ante natal consultation for mothers. 
These were wonderful opportunities to witness the 

very successful work UNICEF is doing here in 
Madagascar. 
 
I am proud to be the president of an organization 
that is improving the world. Through The Eliminate  
Project, we are making a difference in the lives of 
families living in inaccessible areas. But we all need 
to increase our efforts and our support now to be 
able to celebrate in 2015. 
 
We need additional Model Clubs commitments, so 
UNICEF can plan for their next immunization 
activities; they are just waiting to implement the 
next steps in the countries where MNT remains. 
We know together we can do it; we can achieve 
the elimination of this dreadful disease. I know we 
can – and we will – achieve our goals together, and 
I am counting on you.” 
 

    Gunter 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

INTERCLUB: Eastpointe Kiwanis Club 

Thursday, June 12th 
12:15 PM 

 

Cloverleaf Bar and Restaurant 
24443 Gratiot, Eastpointe 

 
Pizza is the specialty!! 

Please let Lucas know if you can attend: 
lucas@hackettbrass.com 

97th Michigan District of Kiwanis International 
Conference 

 
“We Still Have Work to Do” 

 
August 14 – 17 

Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo MI 
 

Look for information in the June-July Michigan 
Builder or go online: www.mi.kiwanisone.org 

http://www.kiwanis.eu/
mailto:lucas@hackettbrass.com
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/

